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III. HEMORRHAGE DURING THE LATER MONTHS OF PREGNANCY AND EARLY STAGES OF LABOUR.
By Robert Jardine, M.D., F.R.S.E., Senior Physician to tlie Glasgow Maternity Hospital.
Before taking up the subject with which we are to deal to-day, Unavoidable haemorrhage which arises from the separation of an abnormally situated placenta, that is, one entirely or partly attached below the retraction ring, I shall first consider. It would be interesting to discuss the etiology of this condition, but time will not permit. As soon as dilatation begins separation must occur, and separation of the placenta means the opening up of sinuses and hemorrhage. In the central variety the entire placenta must separate, and therefore the hemorrhage will be very severe. In the lateral variety the greater portion of the placenta must separate and the hemorrhage will be severe; while in the marginal variety, where only a small portion of the placenta is below Bandl's ring, the bleeding will not be great. This latter variety, I believe, exists much more frequently than is generally supposed, and it is the cause of the comparatively slight bleeding which not unfrequently occurs in the early stages of labour. Another case had had bleeding for three to four months, and he thought it was a case of molar pregnancy, and examined under chloroform, but could make out nothing, and decided to let her alone, and she also was delivered at full time. He did not know how to explain such cases.
